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LUKE x. ver. 36, and part of 37. 
Which now of theſe three, thinkeſt thou, was 
Neighbour to him that fell among the Thieves? 


Aud he ſaid, He that ſhewed Mercy ou him; 


culiar, and worthy of our Attention, 
inthe Application our Saviour makes 
of this Word Neighbour to the Sa- 
maritan, of whom he had been juſt before re- 
lating, in the Way of Parable, an extraordi- 
nary Act of Goodneſs, in relieving and taking 
Care of a wounded and half-dead Man. 


WE may not at firſt Sight perceive what, or 


how much, is contain'd in this Character of a 


Neighbour, as it is here applied. It has in- 


deed appear'd a Matter of ſome Difficulty 


with the Commentators how to account for its 


being attributed to the Samaritan, rather than 


A to 


HERE ſeems to be ſomething pe- | 


* 2 5 
to the wounded Man, ſince the latter, by * 


apparent Scope of the Parable,” was delign'd 
to repreſent a Neighbour in the fartheſt Re- 
move, or in the largeſt Acceptation of the 


Word. 


You will be ſo good as to lend me your 


Patience a little, while, by a ſhort Comment 
on this Paſſage, I endeavour to remove that 


Difficulty, and at the ſame Time lay a Foun- 


dation for applying my Text to the Welcome 
Occaſion of our meeting here this Day ; "The 
Propriety of which Application you will, the 
better judge of after you have learn d the Foree 
and beautiful Import of the Word Neighbour 
in this Place. 


THz Text then is a Reſolution of a Que- 
ſtion that had been put to our Saviour by a 
certain Lawyer, who aſked him, ver. 29. 
Who is my Neighbour ? A Queſtion which 


will not ſeem ſtrange to us, when we take in- 


to Conſideration that there was a real Diſ- 


pute then ſubſiſting among the Jewiſh Scribes 
and Lawyers, whether any Perſon, who was 
not of their own Nation and Religion, ought to 


be 


307 
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63) | 
be accounted a Neighbour, or treated as ſuch, f 


on the footing of God's Command, t love 
+ our Neighbour as ourſelves, Lev. xix. 18. 


Now, our bleſſed Lord, to convince this 
Queriſt how eaſily he might have anſwered 
the Queſtion himſelf, * had he reflected a lit- 
tle, on the one hand, upon thoſe Aﬀetions 


common to our Nature, thoſe tender Impreſſions 


: Þ of which every Man is originally ſuſceptible, 
and by which he is moved to commiſerate others 


in their Sorrow and Diſtreſs : And, on the 
other hand, upon the Situation of Things around 


him 
* We may obſerve a ſimilar Conduct in our Saviour, a 
few Verſes above, in reſpect to this ſame Lawyer, who had 
aſked him firſt of all, What he ſhould do to inkerit eternal 
„ Life? ver. 25. To which Queſtion, however unexception- 
able in itſelf, our Lord doth not anſwer directly, but ſhews 
the Enquirer; by aſking him another Queſtion, how eaſily 
he might have ſatisfied himſelf concerning the Reguiſites to 
Salvation, if he had given ſufficient Attention to what he 
already knew about them. What is written in the Lau? 
How readeſt thou? ver. 26. In like Manner, he replies here 
to the Lawyer's ſecond Query, viz, by aſking him, (for his 
Queſtion is really to this Effect) What is written in the Book 
of Nature ? How readeſt thou in thine own Heart concerning 
this Matter? For tho' it is not expreſſed in theſe very 
Terms, yet the Parable, with its Application, amounts ta 
this. Appeals to Nature and to Conſcience are always the 
moſt powerful Arguments for Convicton, and the Moral ＋ 
4 Fable is oftentimes the moſt awakening Inſtruction. 


Ta \ 


him, and the various Forms of Mt iſery aud woe | 
that preſent themſelves to View on every Side, 
and beget uneaſy Senſations upon every Survey of 
human Life: Our Lord, I fay, to ſhew him 
how clearly theſe two Reflections, when laid 
together, would point gut to him the very 
Thing he was enquiring after, puts him a Caſe, 
as if it were Fadt, where both theſe Reflecti- 
ons muſt be unavoidably co-excited, and con- 
cur to the Solution of his Queſtion. And in- 
ſtead of laying down any Rules concerning 
Neighbours, (which probably the Lawyer EX 
pected) inſtead of giving him any formal In- 
ſtructions in the Laws of Humanity and 
Charity, he propounds to him a practicable 
Viſtance, or Example of true neighbourly Kind- 
neſs, ſo wiſely adjuſted, as equally to expreſs 
ts Force and its Extent. Its F. orce, in the 
Neighbour who is faid to Herb the Mercy ; and 
its Extent in the Neighbour on whom the 
Mercy is faid to have been ſhewn. 


A TRAVELLING Deu fis repreſented as * 
Ac- 


+ This is denoted, as hath been obſerved upon the Pal- 
ſage, by its being ſaid at ver. 30, that he went down from 
Jeriſalen to Jericho; ; Which implies Jeruſalem being the 
1 lace of | his common Reſidence or Abode, 


. 
Accident involved in moſt afflicting Circumſtan- 
ces, and painted in all the imaginable Colours 


of Diſtreſs; and yet diſregarded and neglected 


by two of his own Countrymen ſucceſſiely; 
tho' they were his Neighbours on their own 
Principles, and Perſons too, who, by their 
Education and Tribe, were well inſtructed, and 


Duty to their Neighbour: but at length re- 
lieved moſt ſeaſonably and moſt unexpectedly 
by a Stranger and a reputed Enemy ; for ſuch 
were the Samaritans eſteem'd by the Jews. 


WIV, here is an Inſtance of human Good- 
veſs ſo drawn to the Life, ſo amiably ſtriking 
at firſt Sight, as to command Approbation 
from Men of all Principles and Tempers, 
An Act ſo finely circumſtanced, as to ſhut out 
all Poſſibility of Cavil F or Exception. So 

that 


{ It is worth while to take Notice how eppoſitely the Pa- 
rable is framed to preclude any further Queries from the 
Lawyer upon the Matter. If our Lord had not brought in- 
to his Repreſentation of a right neighbourly Action ſome Per- 
Honage ſuppoſed to be alienated from the Fewiſh Commons» 


wealth and Worſhip, the deſigned Purport of it could not 


have been fully reached, For it might (till have been aſked, 
how the Cale would have om, if an Alien, or a Stranger, 
hac 


ought to have been as well practiſed, in their 


— ee 


„ | 
that our Lord having ended the ſhort, bur 
ſignificant Narrative, makes the Lawyer him- 
ſelf decide his own Queſtion, by only aſking 
him in the Words of my Text, Which now of 


theſe three, thinkeſt thou, was NEIGHBOUR An- 
to him that fell among the Thieves? Why, no 
Man upon Earth, who {peaks his own Senti- 
ments, can give any other Anſwer than what 
the Lawyer did. For, let his Judgment be 
never ſo much depraved by falſe Principles, 
or his Temper never ſo much hardened by re- 


peated 


had been a Party concern'd with a Few in ſuch a Tranſacti- 
on? Therefore, he brings 4 Strauger into the Scene, and 
What is more, @ Samaritan, a reputed Foe as well as 4 

Stranger: A Fe in Religion, on which Subject Enmities 
are too commonly the bittereſt, Wherefore, the Jews had 
no Dealings with the Samaritans, John iv. 9. and we need 
not doubt their Enmity was reciprocal; tho' the Samaritan 
is here repreſented as being what he ſhould be. 


Again, if he had exhibited this Stranger as the Object of 
Diſtreſs and Pity, and had thereupon introduced ſome tender- 
hearted Zew expreſſing his Humanity and private Sentiments 
of neighbourly Kindneſs (in the Manner deſcribed) to an 
Alien and Enemy, even this would not have come up to the 
Point : becauſe, how ſeaſonable ſoever ſuch Compaſſion 
might have ſeemed, it ſtill might have been demanded, whe. 
ther this good- Adar d ſympathizing Few was in strictneſs 
bound to do what he did, conſidering the Character of the Ob- 
ject that ſtirred his Compaſſion i ? Or, whether he had not ex- 
tended his Mercy too far, by ſhewing it on a Perfon u 


the 


(-'7 
pe ated Acts of Inhumanity ; yet were he obli- 
ged to declare his Mind truly on the Caſe, as 
put by our Saviour, he muſt indubitably, and, 
from Conviction, reply with the Lawyer, 
that of thoſe three in whoſe Way the diſaſtrous 


Object laid, the Man who ſhewed the Mercy 
was the N nd 


Bor here it has been thought ſome Diffi- 
culty occurs, with reſpe& to the Manner of 
our Saviour's treating the Lawyer's Doubt, be- 
cauſe here is no explicit Anſwer given to his 
| Queſtion. He had aſk'd at large, Whowas his 
Neighbour ? He is here only compelled to con- 

fels, 


the Pale, and who could have no Right to it, as not being 
one of God's peculiar Fold. 


Neither in this Caſe would the Indifferency or Inſenſibili- 
ty aſcribed to the Prieſt and Levite have glanced with half 
the Poignancy that it does on the Neglects of neighbourly 
Duties among the Zews themſelyes ; becauſe it might have 
been pretended in Excuſe for their want of Bowels on this 
Occaſion, that the Obje& wanted the Qualifications requi- 
* ſite to intitle him to their Aſſiſtance. Neither, laſtly, would 
the Concluſion have come out as it did, to the Lawyer's 
Conviction: For from ſuch an Act of a few towards an 
Alien, it could only have been inferred, that the Alien ſo re- 
lieved was obliged to look upon @ Few: as /1s Neighbour 
but not that a Jew was bound to hold an Alien in the ſame 


Light; which yet was the Thing to be ſhewn, 


\- The > 
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tels, that an extraordinary Benefactor ought 66 
be accdunted ſo; at leaſt preferably to thoſe 
who decline neighbourly Offices when they 
have it in their Power to perform them. 


Bur if you will pleaſe to attend to the Con- 
ſtruction of the Parable, I believe you will find 
much more to be inferred from it than this 
comes to. For tho' it cannot be faid to be 
a direct Way of anſwering the Queſtion ; (and 
I juſt now intimated the Reaſon why it ſhould 
not be ſo, but the Lawyer be left rather to 
his own Inferences) yet of all the indirect 
Ways of replying, it is the moſt full and con- 
cluſive : For it ſtrikes at the very Root of all 
thoſe Partialities which had occafioned the 
Queſtion being aſk'd at all; and affords, in a 
moſt obvious Deduction from it, a very ſatiſ- 
factory Anſwer to the original Queſtion, viz. 

That every Man, of what Country, Kindred, 
or Religion ſoever he be, muſt be reputed 
and treated as a Neighbour, when he hath « 


natural or univerſally acknowledged Claim to 
our Service and Aſſiſtance. 


You may obſerve, that our 1 has ſo 
worded his Queſtion, that there was no Room 


a to 


* 
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to evade this Acknowledgment. For hi does 


not alk, which of the three was the merciful 


Man? or whoſe Behaviour on the Occaſion 
was the moſt commendable? But which of 
them was NEIGHBOUR unto him that fell 
among the Thieves? Now the bare Conceſ- 
ſion, which was extorted from the Lawyer, 


that the Samaritan had acted the true Neigh- 


bour”s Part, when the Prieſt and the Levite 
had moſt ſhamefully declined it, was deciſive 
againſt all partial Diſtinetions of Neighbourhood 


from local Poſt tion, civil Relations, OT religious 


Communion ; becauſe it evidently appears from 
thence, that whenever an Act of Humanity, 


as ſuch, is the Conſideration preſent, the Ideas 


of the Relation, and of the Duty of a Neigh- 
hour, cannot be abſent, but are clearly and 
ſenſibly connected with it, excluſively of all 


other Conſiderations. And conſequently, be- 


cauſe all-Relations' are mutual, whoſoever is in 
great Diſtreſs, and cannot help himſelf, whe- 
ther he be our Countryman, or a Fe oreigner; 
bf our Church, or of another Religion; a 
Friend or a Foe ; he is ſtill to be eſteemed our 
Neighbour, as to all the common Offices. of 
Humanity: This, I fay, plainly follows, by 

B , 


＋ 


( * * 
a Deduction indeed, but by a very clear ons. 
And tho it is ſcarce poſſible the Lawyer ſhould 
not have made it himſelf, yet our Lord takes 
Care to make it for him, when he adds in the 
very next Words following the Text, Go, and 
do thou likewiſe, ver. 37. 


I THINK I have now ſaid all that was need- 
ful for my intended Application to the agree- 
able Subject of this Day's Convention, which 
is the carrying into immediate Execution a 
very important, and a very deſirable Work, by 
Opening our HosPITAL for the Admiſſion of 
Patients, with our ſolemn 'Thankſgivings to 
Almighty God for the ſingular Succeſs he has 
hitherto given to this Charity, and with our 
Supplications for his Bleſſi ing upon it at all 


Times hereafter. 


1. AN p firſt, were I to give no higher 
a Commendation of this Work, now in its 
Commencement, than that i it is an Act of true 


 neighbourly Kindneſs, this alone, as ſhould ap- 
pear from what I have been already ſaying, is 
no ſmall Eucomium. For the Word Neigh- 
bour, ſince our bleſſed Lord s Conſecration of 


it 


1 

it to ſuch a Senſe as to be deſeriptive of all 
thoſe inward Affections and Fellow- feelings 
of each others Sickneſs and Pains, which ex- 
cite our Endeavours to remove or aſſuage 
them, conveys a finer and a more exalted Idea 
than the literal or proper Meaning of the 
Word in any Language doth expreſs. The 
Hebrews * had no Word for Humanity; and 
the Greeks and Latins had no Word for 
Neighbour, that carried the Idea higher than 
Proximity, or Nearneſs either of Habitation 
or in Blood, Yet you have ſeen that it can- 
not, in either of theſe Senſes, be underſtood of 
the Samaritan, who had neither Proximity by 
Relation or by Abode to the wounded Man, 

and 


* It is true the Hebrew Word for Neighbour, uſed in the 
Law, Lev. xix. 18. to which the Lawyer's Queſtion refers, 
is taken from a Root whoſe firſt Signification is to feed, and 
hath amongſt its ſecondary Senſes thoſe of accompanying and 
loving as a Shepherd doth his Flock. And hence the Noun 
comes to lignify not only Neighbour and Fellow, but Com- 
panion and Friend, And as Maldonate well obſerves, theſe 
very Senſes of the Word might contribute to the Conceit of 
the Jews, that Aliens and Enemies were not to be reputed 
- Neighbours, But our Saviour here corrects their Error, and 
reſtores the Word Neighbour, by his Uſage of it in this Place, 
to its fulleſt primitive Signification in the Hebrew Tongue, 
even when W to, or ſpoken of, the whole human 
Species. 


— 
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and hoſe Title to Neighbour could ul}. be 
founded on a further and a more noble Ac- 
ceptation of the Word, and which I think is 
likewiſe peculiar to this Paſſage r, viz. a Proxi- 


mity af Nindefz or a Nearneſs in Mercy. 


Now whereas the Terms Mercy and Cha- 
rity.are of ſuch Latitude, and the Duties them- 
ſelves branch out into ſo many Particulars, 
that diſtint Names are frequently given to 
the ſeveral different Exerciſes of them, if 
N eighbourly-kindneſs, i in the Senſe above ex- 
plained, were, for Diſtinction s ſake, given to 
this Branch of C barity we are now exerciſing, 
I ſhould think there were both Authority for 
it from my Text, and a Reaſon too, that would 

make 


+ The original Word in St Luke doth not indeed by its 
2wn Force and Signification expreſs this, any more than our 
Tranſlation of it by Neighbour doth. For he uſes the com- 
mon Greek Word, ſimply denoting Proximity, as the LXX 
had done! in their Verſion of the Hebrew, But tho? it comes 
not up to the Idea contain'd in the Hebrew Word, yet the 
Circumſtances of this Paſſage oblige us to take it here, in 
that refined Senſe | in which I haye interpreted i it, Neverthe- 

leſs, I do not know of another Inſtance of this ſame Uſe of 
the Word, either 1 in the Greek Teſtament, or in any other 
Greck Autho r, 1. e. where it is c conlin'd to this particular 
Senſe, excluſive of all others, 


( 13 * 
* any Man covet the Appellation of Night 
bour, and be ambitious to deſerve | It 


2. Bur then, at it follows alſo from 
my Text, that none deſerve the Appellation, 
or can be intitled to it, but he who has his 
Deeds to produce for his Title, and can found 
it upon right neighbourly Actions. For of the 
three, concerning whom our Lord put this 
Queſtion, tho' they were equally Neighbours 
in a general Senſe of the Word, yet only One 


was ſo in the eminent and dignifying Senſe 
which I have been expounding. 


TR 1s Character, therefore, reſteth not on 
any quiet, inactiye, tho good- natur d Prin. 
ciple, but ariſes from a chearful Performance 
of generous Deeds; which are to be felt ra- 
ther than zalked of: For in every Species of 
Charity, the Theory without the Practice makes 
but a ſorry Story. Had the Original Word 
for Jſhew'd Mercy been render'd here, as it is 
in Luke i. 72. viz. perform'd the Mercy, you 
would have ſeen, that what I am now laying - 
has its Foundation in my Text. There is no- 


thing in the Parable to | forbid the Suppoſition 
that 
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that the wounded Man might have the bene - 
Wiſhes even of the Prieſt and Levite when 
they /aw his ſad Condition : But what was he 
the better for them? Whoſoever can content 
themſelves with ſaying, James ii. 16. Be ye 
warmed, be ye filled, notwithſtanding they give not 


thoſe Things that be needful for the Body, may 


indeed make ſome Pretence of fhewing Mercy 
by ſuch fruitleſs Expreſſions, but ſill, as the 

Apoſtle tells us, this availeth nothing. Bro- 
therly-kindneſs muſt be expreſſed by ſomething 


more than by Fiſhes or Words : We muſt per- 
form Mercy, and even put ourſelves, if any 


extraordinary Occaſion require it, to ſome 
Frouble and Inconvenience, rather than leave 
the Mercy ſhort : For this, 1 judge, is like- 
wiſe implied in the Example of the good Ga- 
maritan, and convey'd in the Appellation of 


SO wherewith he was honour'd. 


| My Application of this will be very ſhort, 


viz. That as the Mercy now before us may 


be faid to be already perform d, in reſpect of 


the Subſcribers, and the Preparation of the 
Means of putting it in Execution; ſo every 
one among us, who hath contributed to the 
bring- 


3 

bringing it thus forward, hath made good his 
Title to this endearing Appellation of Neigh= 
bour, in proportion to his Inſtrumentality in 
this bleſſed Work. And tho' we thank every 
Body even for their good Wiſhes to us on 
this Occaſion, yet they only who have joined 
with us in this Labour of Love, can claim our 
Acknowledgments as a Debt : And to them it 
is a Debt ſo juſtly due, that I ſhall endeavour 
to pay it them before I have done. 


3. IN the mean time, 3dly, To come cloſer 
to the Point, you would obſerve in the opening 

of my Text, the Appearance of a Difficulty oc- 
curring, from our Saviour's having transfer'd 
the Appellation of Neighbour from the wounded 
Man, to the Samaritan : or rather his not giving 
it to the Sufferer, as his Claim to Mercy, and 
pet giving it to the Benefactor, as his Praiſe for 
performing Mercy. I have accounted for this 
above, and ſhall now only beg Leave to make 
my Inference from it, which is, That the 
Rich and the Potent are the People who have 
it moſt in their Power to exerciſe the like Acts 
of Neighbourhood effectually upon the Poor and 
Helpleſs. No Doubt the Poor themſelves are 


very 


t 3 4 
very uſeful Tie” IH to us all, nor could. we 
do without their Aſſiſtance in their Way of 
gwing it. But the real Value of Aſſiſtances 
will always riſe, not in the ſimple Proportion 


of Peoples Juclinatiour to give it, but in the 
duplicate Propurtion of their Tnclinations and 
Abilities. And therefore it is to the Gentle- 
men of Wealth and Fortune that we muſt princi- 
pally look for the compleateſt Copies of the 
Samaritan's Action, if we would fee it exem- 
plified in its full Luſtre, 


Anp I have the Pleaſure to find; that this 
Obſervation, when applied to the Subject now 
in hand, carries with it its own Probatum, Or 
the Proof of its Truth: For what hath 
brought forward our preſent Undertaking, 
with ſuch happy Succeſs, to ſo promiſing an 
Iſſue as we now flatter ourſelves witllal, but 
che favourable Acceptation of tlie Deſign by 
Perſons of Quality, Rank, and Power in theſe 
Counties, whole Inclinations are as good as their 
Abilities are great: Who have taken uport 
them the Part, and thereby the Denomination 
of true Neighbours to our ſick and diſabled 
Poor, and have rendered their other Cha- 


racters 


"© # 1 
tacters in Life the more illuſtrious by theit 
Condeſcenſion and Benevolence on this Ocs 
caſion. 


4. Bur, 4thly, To come up ſtill cloſer to 
the Point. What deſerves to have the chief 
Mark of Notice ſet upon it, is the Inſtance 
that our Lord choſe to give of Neighbourly- 
kindneſs, in order to fix and aſcertain the Cha- 
racteriſtick of a Neighbour. You obſerve the 
Inſtruction given to the Lawyer (and thro 
him to us all) is not made by ftating any Ar- 
gument upon the Reaſon of the Thing, is not 
drawn from the Law and the Prophets, nor 
urged on the Footing of any C ommandment in 
the ſecond Table of the Decalogue ; but is ta- 
ken, if T may ſo expreſs it, from an Infirmary 
Topick : Auounded Man, ſtrip'd, without Mo- 
ney, without Help, half dead, and caſt upon the 
Fligh-way. 


| SURELY no Deſcription can be better cal- 

| culated for exciting Compaſſion, And yet 

What our Lord here gives us only in Repre- 

ſentation, is often by God's Providence ex- 

hibited to us in Fut; not perhaps juſt in the 
C 


{fame 


= 


ris 


{ame Manner, or with the ſame Circumſtan- 
ces, but in a Manner, and with Circum- 
ſtances equally deplorable. fl 


PRAV what can be conceived more wretch- 
ed in Life, (the Dolours of Sin, and the Pangs 
of Guilt alway excepted) I ſay, what can be 
conceived more lamentable in the external 
Condition of human Nature, than thoſe 
Combinations of Diſtreſs, which many, and 
even innocent and unblameable People, are 
often ſeen to labour under, wiz. grievous 
Poverty, accompanied with grievous Pain, or 
pining Want attach'd to a lingering Malady ? 
Adjuncts ſo ill yoked together, that they ag- 
gravate cach others Load, and become, when 
ſo united, a Preſſure almoſt inſupportable. 


They are Griefs fo fatally complicated as to 
prevent each others Efforts for a Remedy 


Sickneſs and Pain diſabling the Patients pick ag 


doing any thing to lighten the Weight of their 
Poverty and Want; and Poverty and Want 


diſabling them from doing any thing towards 
the Removal of their Sickneſs or their Pains. 


And thus the poor Creatures, fetter'd with 
double Diſaſters, lye inactive in the common 


Roads 


1 
Roads of Life, and, by the ſilent Pleadings of 
their viſible Diſtreſs, claim our Mercy with 
more perſuaſive Powers than even Language 
herſelf is Miſtreſs of Many there are wha 
cannot help them; Some, it may be, who, 
like the Prieſt and Levite, either thro' ſtrange 
Principles, or ſtrange Prejudices, will not, tho' 
they can. But if perchance ſome good Sa- 
maritan paſs that Way, then he acts the Neigh= 


| bour. 


F OR ſuch is the Wiſdom of Him who has 
contrived and ruleth all Things, that as in 
his Works of Nature there is ſcarce any thing 
without its Oppoſite or Counter part, which 
makes a beautiful Contraſt in the Diſpoſitions 
of the Parts of the whole viſible Creation; 
So in His Diſpenſations alſo of Good and Evil 
to Mankind, ' ſomething analogous is to be 
ſeen; and there js no natural Evil without its 
| Remedy. Of which we are now fallen upon 
one Inſtance, viz. that as in the Courſe of 
God's Providence there are never wanting Ob- 
jects to correſpond with the Characters of 
Diſtreſs in the Parable ; ſo neither, by God's 
Grace, are there wanting, on the other hand, 


com- 
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| ſuaded, is, and always has been practiſed in 


( 29.) 
compaſſionate Perſons to ſuſtain the Character 
of the Camaritan allo, and to perform his nig 
bourly Act; tho not perhaps juſt in the ſame 
manner, yet in a manner altogether as ef- 
fectual for the Relief oſ ſuch ſick and wound- 


ed Perſons as Providence hath prepared tq 
meet "ww Mery. 


 Mucy.of this Benevolence, I am Por 


private Life, and with very good Effect. What 
then may be expected from the Exerciſe of 
it by "'P Publick Inſtitution ? What bleſſed 
Conſequences, may we not preſage when we 
ſee 8 Number of ſuch Samaritans collected i in- 
to 4 Body, and forming themſelves by a gra- 
cious Compact into 4 Society for the Per- 
formance of this Mercy, towards all the poor 
Objects within their View and Reach? Ta- 


king them up, and bringing them to a Proper 


Place of Accommodation for them ; 9 01 


up 1 their Wounds, adminiſtring Wine and O 
every healing Drug, every ſalutary Medicine, 
for the Alleviation of their Pains, Removal of 


their Sickneſs, Support of their Spirits, Re- 


govery of their Strength; and finally, if Na- 
ture doth her Part, and Providence hath not 
WWW 


> 


( 2x | 
allotted another Event, reſtoring them to 
Health again, that they may return to their 
Families and to their Employments, reſume 
their Share in the Buſineſs and Labours of the 
World, and pay, each of them, their wonted 
Tribute to the Good of Society, 


SURELY there are Charms, and unde» 
niable ones, in this particular Branch of Be- 
neficence. Such as have wrought powerfully 
in this publick-ſpirited Age on the Minds of 
pur Countrymen in ſeveral Parts of the King- 
dom ; to the no leſs Honour than Advantage 
of the Nation, if we compute Advantages in 
Proſpect along with thoſe that are reap'd in 
preſent: That is to ſay, the Moral and Re- 
ligious, as well as the Civil Advantages which 
may fairly be accounted conſequent on the na- 
tural or immediately beneficial Effects of which, 
this Inſtitution of Infirmaries * is productive. 


AND altho' we in theſe Counties, who 
are but yery lately united in the ſame Publick 
[18 See Lord Biſhop of Durham's Sermon for the London 


Isfirmary ; printed at Newcaſtle, and ſold by M. Bryſon 
and . Charnley, and J. Fleming, P» 11, 12. 
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( 22 ) 
Deſign, cannot be able to ſay that we were 
among the earlieſt- in contriving and putting 
into Execution this Benevolence, tho at the 
ſame Time we were all ſenſible there was no 
Place where a Publick HospITAL for lame 
and ſic Poor could be more uſeful than in 
this; yet I believe we may truly fay, that we 
have more than attoned for our Delay by the 
Quickneſs of our Progreſs in it, thro' the 
Numbers who have engaged themſelves in it, 
fince the firſt openingof the Subſcriptions; and 
the Alacrity of Spirit wherewith they have 
enter d into the Liſts. © For no ſooner were 
the Springs" of this Charity open d in this Nor- 
thern Climate, than they broke forth in plen- 
tiful Iſſues: By whoſe Aſſociation and Con- 
flux hither from all Parts, we may fay with 
the Son of Sirach, Our Brook became a' River, 
and our River is become a Sea, Eccl. xxiv. 3 1. 


Ax p this ſo general a Concurrence from 
all Parts to this laudable Work, reminds me 
of my 


J. Fr H and laſt Inference from the good 
Aion of the Samaritan in the Goſpel, (and 
which 


1 
which indeed is extremely obvious from the 
whole Strain of the Parable) viz. That Neigh- 
bourly-kindneſs is of 0 Party, hath no In- 


tereſts to ſerve but thoſe of doing Good and 
purſues no > Other. 


IT is like the Divine Charity, (the Foun- 
tain Head from whence it flows) clear and un- 
ſullied with any ſordid Mixtures of mean and 
unworthy Motives, directs its Current, and 
purſues its Courſe in uniform and open Chan- 
nels, without any ſiniſter Deviations, or intri- 
cate Windings, and deſcends in refreſhing 
Streams upon its Objects; not as Party ſorts 


them, or Intereſt and Friendſhip place them, h 


but as real Wants and accumulated Misfor- 
tunes do recommend them. That is to ſay, in 
the Diſpenſation of this Mercy, every Man 
muſt be conſidered equally as a Neighbour ; and 
no Diſtinction muſt be thought of but what 
Miſery hath already made, "They who have 
he ſad Prerogative of being the moſt miſerable 
and helpleſs, muſt be the firſt Objects of our 
Care. They who are placed in the next De- 
gree of Calamity and Inability, muſt in the 
next Place ſhare in our Aſſiſtance; and ſo on, 


thro 


@ +. 1 
thro the long Trains and wretchedly vatiegard on 
Claſſes of Sickneſs, Pain, and Poverty, in a 


due Subordination of our Succours, propor- 
tion' d, as neatly as may be, to Mens real Exi- 
gencies. And if our Powers cannot extend to 
the Relief of all the Poor who ſhall claim it, 
and claim it perhaps they may under moſt of 
the Articles to be found in the Bills of Morta- 
lity; yet we may ſelect out of thoſe mournful 


Tables of human Diſtempers and Caſualties, 
ſuch Caſes wherein Redreſs ſeems the moſt 
practicable, and Relief the moſt ſeafonable ; 
and we may divide and diſtribute our Succours 
in ſuch Manner as ſhall turn moſt to the Bene- 
fit of our Fellow-creatures in general. 


Ay ſo long as theſe diſintereſted Princi- 
ples rule in us, and I hope we ſet out upon 
no other in the good Work before us, ſo long 
the Work itſelf will proſper, and be ACCCPt» 
able in the Night of God and Man, 


. ſhould any narrow cl put e ctecß 
in amongſt us, and ſeek, under Diſguiſe, to 
incorporate itſelf with the Charity, 1 Cor. xii 


4, 5. that envieth not, that is not puffed 8 
that 


EY - 
thati/eoketh not her an; ſhould any Tincture 
of Party Srife, Pri de, or Selfcintereſt viſibly 
appear - in our Proceedings, you. may guels, 
pretty ſurely what will prove the Conſe- 
quence; iz. Diffentions, Embarraſſments, and 


ads 


Obſtructions in every Branch of the generous 


Undertaking : and at length the whole fa. 
-vaurite : Inſtitution, : tho nurſed at firſt with 
the. greateſt GPS. and Cirgamlpettion will 


firmary. itſelf. prove in the End 28 much ch 
Object of Publick [7 outempr, as the poor 
Creatures for whoſe Uſe itis deſign d are the 
W of Publick dupa 1 0 


- CIT -” - 


Fe ORGIVE me even a Surmile of 90 — 
Misfortune as this ever happening to us ; for . 
it is my Heart's With we never may have juſt 

Cauſe to apprehend it. Yet as a Caution on 

a Point upon which ſo much depends, it is 

worth mentioning; eſpecially now at our firſt 

ſetting out, and while perfect Harmony ſub- 

ſiſts among our Members. For, ſo far as my 

Knowledge reacheth, there are all the promi; 
fing Appearances of a continued and eſta- 
2 buten among us that can be wiſh'd. 
D 5 


626 9) 


So that I have nothing to blame or cenſurc 


—. <_< .., x; 


if I would; and have much more to avg . 


than ly" FER on thine can <6 Rules ö. % 


Fi 329407 


#4 


"AnD yet billiger ag de Bike Wers Nr 
ir co 


now are, the Deſign of ming hither, and 


the Part which T have now the Honour to 
diſcharge, it would ſeem almoſt unpardonable 


Pegs 94 


in me to paſs over in Silence one Circumſtance 
in the proj jected Eſtabliſhment of this Infirmary, 


which is pretty ſingular, and deſerves a Pra; ife E. 


that is ſo too. 1 mean the pious Concern that 
the Managers of this Undertaking have ſhewn 


for Religion, not only by giving it free Acceſs 
to their Houſe, but providing a proper Accom- 


modation for 1 its Entertainment! there. 0 4 


Ju Arricton) as it is unconftrain'd in its Na- 
ture, and muſt never be forced or obtruded 
any where, ſo it is of that Delicacy concern- 


ing its proper Receptions, that it may eaſily 


be: diſcouraged and diſcountenanced. But in 
#his Infirmary it is ſo far from meeting with any 


Bar or Impediment to its free and natural 


Operations, that it is encouraged to an open 
and regular Exerciſe. And as the Shunamite, 
nl 2 Kings 


Pro I make no Doubt but it will gain 


( 
2 Kings! Iv. 10. built and. furniſbed a little 0 ham 
ber on the V. all: Hor the Prophet Eli liſha to turn 
into, as often as he went that Way, fo in this 
Houſe a peculiar Place is alloted and fitted up 
for the Miniſters of God to perform his Ser- 
vice in; to the End that the Souls of the poor 
Patients may not be neglected, while their 
Bodies are continued under Confinement and 


Regimen, for Reſtoration of Ned. 


I woULD not be thought | in mentioning 
chis to deſign any Reflection on other Inſti: 
tutions of the ſame kind where this Circum- 
ſtance is wanting, and the Concerns of Reli- 
gion have not been equally well attended to, 
and provided for. All that I would apprize 
you of concerning this ſeaſonable Tribute paid 


to Piety in the Midſt of a Work of Charity, is 


this: That! it is 0 contrived, and will be ſo 
conducted, as not to interfere with the faith- 


ful Diſpoſal of any thing given to the proper 
Vies of the Infirmary ; ; fo that no Man's Cha- 


rity, who has not this Circumſtance of Piety 


in his Conſideration, can be infringed upon, or 


miſapplied on that Account. And under this 


Cres 


Credit to this Eftabliſhment i in the Eyes and 


Sentiments of all conſiderate Men; and, what 
is more, be a Means of procuring (as may be 
gather d from tlie Reaſon of the Thing, with⸗ 
out any ſuperſtitious Prefumptions) a Divine 


Bleſſing upon the whole be wa in its s fig 
ture 7 rogrels. | 


Bur. I muſt FAD ad been 


Ir is not unlikely but you might obſerve 
in my giving out the Text, I ſtop'd ſhort in 
the Middle of the Verſe, and drop d the 
Command of our Saviour to the Lawyer #0 go 
and do likewiſe ; which, conſidering whoſe In- 
junction it is, of what Conſequence in general 
to Mankind, and how a propor to this kind 
of Charity in particular, might ſeem to claim 
its Place and Share of Conſideration in this 
Diſcourſe. And no doubt under this Head 
I might have expatiated, with great Propriety, 
on our Lord's own Example 1 in this Point of 
going and doing likewiſe ; for he went about, | 
Mat. ix. 35. healing every Sickneſs aud every 
Diſeaſe among the People; and not only preach- 
ing the Goſpel to the Poor, Mat. xi. 5. buralfo 


te- 


( 29 ) 
Tuking their Infirmities:upon him, Mat. viii. 17. 
aud euring their various Maladies. I might 
have further inſiſted on the gfeat Eneourage- 
ment he hath moreover given us 10 go ond. do 
likruiſe, by his gracious Declaration, that 
whatever we do of this kind 7% one. , 
leaſt of his Brethren, Mat. xxv. 40. ſhall 
reputed as done unto himſelf; That in viſiting 
his /ick Repreſentatives, whoju we have always 
with us, ſohn xii. 8. We, by Interpretation, 
vi ſit him whom we have not always, and whom 
we never beheld either ict or in Priſon. Ye 
cheſe and ſuch like 'Topicks are unneceſſary 
to be handled now, becauſe you, the Sub- 
feribers, and Governors of this Charity, have 
prevented my Exhortations to this Duty, both 
by a previous Performance of it on your owit 
Part, and by prudently refraining from ſol- 
liciting a Collection from this preſent AG 
ſembly. | 


Bur by 2 this Taſk of 8 
off my Hands, you have indeed thrown into 
them another which is more agrecable, and at 
this Time not to be diſpenſed with or poſt- 
pon' d. J mean that of a Publick Acknow- 
LPS ledgment 
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( 30 ) 
Ragment, in the Name of all the Poor in theſe 


Counties, for the Mercy. you have deſigned and 
prepared for all thoſe among them who are 
now, or: ſhall hereafter be conſtrained: by 
"Sickneſs or accidental Hurts and * 
hos make Wen for 1 it. | 


8 Dr MEM id W my Acknowledg- 
ments in their Name I am at a Loſs. A 
Perſon, it is faid, there.is, whom I ſhould 
applaud unknown, and which I do the more 
for his being ſo: But yet not in Diminution 
of the Praiſes due to thoſe who readily eſpou- 
ſed and improved his Scheme. For in what 
Senſe ſoever the Embryo was His, the . grown 
Child.can boaſt in its Adoptions a great Num- 
ber of Fathers, who mult all ſhare'in its Ho- 
mage and Reſpects, in proportion to the ſe- 
veral Shares they have taken in its Tuition; 


AMONG whom the firſt Acknowledgments 
will ſeem due to the Noblet, and Gentlemen of 
Diſtinction among the Commons, whoſe: Pa- 
tronage is as great a San#ion to the Deſign, as 


their Abilities will be a bas of it. 


AND 


1 
AND in the next Place to Perſons in the 
lefs exalted Ranks of Life, of all Profeſſions 
or Vocations Sexes of Communions; through. 
out the two neighbouring Counties, who have 
given the trueſt and moſt deſirable Teſtimony 


of their Approbation of this x merciful Inſti- 
tation: here eſtabliſhed. - For Proof of which 


I need only refer you to our Liſt of Sibfersy. 


tions. 


An D as this Town is this Place where it 
took its Riſe, and the Seat where it muſt fix 
its Abode, and from whence, as from a com- 
mon Centre, it muſt diſperſe and ſhed! its In- 
fluences over the adjacent Counties, I muſt not 
forget to addreſs ny Thanks, 


Fi RS, 10 the Magiftracy, for their obli- 
ging Concurrence to give it every Accommo- 
dation in their Power or Diſpoſal, as well as 


for ſupporting | it with their private Dotndone.” 


NzxT, to the Men of Trade and Buſinek 
in all Branches, who have either ſingly, or 
jointly in their ſeveral Companies and Societies, 
done what was in their Hearts and Hands to 
by : P4 


( 32 ) 
A, by tendering; their ſeveral Portiong, either 


out of God in Stock; or out of their common 
Funds; or out of their annual Benefits, and 
Emaluments, or out of their private Purſes; 
and this with a C hearfulneſs and a. Simplicity, 
28 the Aboſtle terms, it, Rom. xii. 8.: which 


makes every Gift be eſteemed boron its in- 
trinſick Value. 


No muſt J omit to commemorate the 
gratuitous. Lenders of the Gentlemen of, the 
ceed as. it ſhould, and — have generouſly 
offered their Skill, and the Riches of. their 
Experience to crown the Work, and give it 


that Effect, by God $ Bleſſing, which i Is. the firſ 


10 e End of its Detination: 


of 4 


wg laſtly, As to thoſe of 5 my own „Ro- 
feſſion, tho I might ſuppreſs my Acknow, 


ledgments 'to them with the moſt Decency, 
and without giving any Offence to themſelves ; 


yet I muſt not leave them under the leaſt 
Shadow of an Imputation (tho it were only 


by an humorous Conſtruction put upon ſuch 


the 


Omiſſion) of their having taken the Part of 


TT 
the Prieſt and the Levite in the Parable, by 
only looking on, and paſſing by on the other 
Side; Thanks therefore to you alſo, my Bre- 
thren, for ſo freely proffering the Services be- 
longing to your Function: which I truſt will 
be of great Uſe to the Conſolation and ſpi- 
ritual Improvement of ſuch poor ignorant Chri- 
ſtians, as it ſhall pleaſe God to bring, by 
Means of their Diſeaſes and Diſaſters, under 
your Inſtructions, 


AND as to the reſt of my Order, who can 
take no Part in this Miniſtration, and who will 
take no Part in the Brand wherewith our Lord 
hath ſtigmatized the Jewiſh Miniſtry, tho 
conſidered as a Body, we cannot keep equal 
Pace in theſe kinds of good Works with Per- 
{ons who have more Command of thisWorld's 
Treaſures than we have; yet we will preſume 
upon the moſt favourable Acceptance of what 
we can do, by referring to the Conduct and 
Example of our Head or Chief; whoſe Mu- 
nificence on this Occaſian may be allowed to 
be ſome Recompence for any Deficiences of 
thoſe among us, whoſe ſmall Stipends, and 
thoſe perhaps charged with no ſmall Demands, 

E ren 


( 34 ) 


| tender them unable to do what they wiſh, tg ; 
5 expreſs their Zeal for this Pious and charitable 
— a,; | | 4, 


AN having occaſionally mentioned the 
Father of our Church in this Dioceſe, J ought 
in Juſtice to his pure and diſintereſted Libe- 
rality, to add one Circumſtance more, which 
J had an early Opportunity of learning from 
himſelf ; whichis, that had not this noble De- 
ſign ſprung, as it did, from another Quarter, 
he had it in his Reſolutions to have propound- 
ed it himſelf in Perſon, the firſt Opportunity 
he ſhould have after his Arrival in his Dioceſe. 
And altho to a weak Mind it might have 
ſeemed ſome little Diſappointment, to have 
the Publick Credit of ſuch a Propoſition un- 
expectedly ſtoln away; yet ſo much more in- „ 
tent was he upon the Thing, than upon any 
Praiſes he might ſhare in from it, that he even 
rejoiced to hear the Goodneſs of the People had 
got the Start of his own, and that he was 
coming to preſide over a Flock in whom there 
appeared ſuch benevolent Diſpoſitions, 110 


Now 


1 3 9 


Now what remains, but that we offer up 


our moſt humble and hearty Thanks to Almighty 
God for the extraordinary Succeſs he hath his 
therto vouchſafed to this excellent Work, by 
bringing it from ſuch {mall Beginnings, and as 
it were from a Grain of Muſtard Seed, Mark 
iv. 31. to the unexpected Growth in which 
we now behold it, ſhooting out great Branches, 
fo that the ſick Poor of the Land may lodge un- 
der the Shadow of it, ver. 32. and already ar- 
rived in ſo ſmall a Time to ſuch a Degree of 
Maturity, as to be this Day ripe for Exe- 
cution. 


W are now aſſembled in his Courts to 
bleſs him for this Favour. And I preſume all 
of us come hither with Uprightneſs of Heart, 
to make a Sacrifice and an Oblation to HI M, in 
our own Name, and in the Name of all the ab- 
ſent Subſcribers and Benefators, of all that we 
have, in any Shape, contributed or devoted to 
the Uſe of our Poor, Sick, Lame, or otherwiſe 
Diſabled Neighbours : To bleſs him that we 
ourſelves are neither tried by their Poverty nor 
their Pains: And to beg his Acceptance of 
what we dedicate to their Relief as our Thank- 

of 


G 


Hering“ for our Exemption from their Sick 


neſſes and Sorrows, Miſerable as they are, 
ſill they are His; and what we give to their 
Uſe is His ; and that we have an Heart to be- 
ſtow it ſo, is His allo : And whatever Succeſs 
ſhall hereafter attend our Deſign, muſt be like- 
wiſe His Gift. So that all the Glory, all the 
_ Praiſe, firſt and laſt, muſt be aſcribed ulti- 
mately to Him, who is the Giver of every 
good Thing, and the Bringer out of every good 
gs inallour nnn 


LET us then on with our earneſt 
Prayers to Him, that it would pleaſe Him to 
proſper and perpetuate that Work to which He 
hath granted ſuch auſpicious Beginnings : That 
He would blefs the Remedies and Means that 
ſhall be uſed by the Phyſicians and all Perſons 
to be concern'd in the Cure of Maladies : 
That he would proſper all their Conſultations 
and all their Operations: That he would direct 
the Councils of thoſe, who from Time to 


Time 


* In Alluſion to an Euchariſtical Service under the Law. 
See 2 Chron. xxix. 31. Sacrifices and Thank-offerings. Sa- 
crifices were for the Expiation of Sin. Thank- -offerings were 
to teſtify their grateful Acknowledgment of God's Mercies 
towards them. HWil/on's Chriſtian Diftionary, . 
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Time ſhall have the Conduct or the Inſpection 
of the Oeconomy of the Fuſe, that they may 
conſult and tranſact every thing with Diſcretion 
and Unanimity : That he would beſtow his 
Grace upon the inferior Officers and Servants 

belonging thereunto, that they may be frugal, 
diligent, and faithful in all Things : That both 
within and without every thing may be ſo wiſe- 
ly regulated, and prudently adminiſter'd, as 
both to accompliſh the Wiſhes of the preſent 
Subſcribers, and to open the Hearts of others to 
follow their Example; And the hole, (by 
affording that real Benefit to our poor Neigh- 
bours Bodies and Souls, and by doing that 
Honour to Charity and Religion which the be/# 
conſtituted Infirmaries can be ſuppoſed capable 
of affording and doing ) may finally redound to 
His Praiſe and Glory, to whom be aſcribed 


all Power, Might, Majeſty, and Dominion, 
Now and Evermore. 


r 


